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A. THE SPACE AGE
This Is an age In which man is walking around in spacej getting ac¬
quainted with the microsecond speeds of electronic computers, enjoying the
comfort of jet air travel, and contemplating vacations on the moon. This
is the space age*
The space age has afforded man many luxuries of life* It has sought
to bring the inhabitants of the world, and more especially the American
citizens, to a point of easy living* As a result of the developments attri¬
buted to the space age, the house wife has more time to watch television,
for she can now serve pre-cooked dinners* The tools that are used to do
the chores of the house are no longer manual, but are electrically operated.
Some engineer(s), in working with the television, devised a means of show¬
ing more than the typical black and white movies, and as a result of this
improvement the house wife now sits down and watches her afternoon stories
in color* The space age has tended to make for lazy house wives and to
convert others who were not originally lazy, but husbands all of the country
are b\iying for their wives the new products emerging as a result of this
dynamic age.
Christanas 196^, will, more than likely, go on the pages of history as
being a record breaker in total sales for a holiday season. The day after
Thanksgiving finds husbands and wives, from in and around Atlanta, going
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downtown shopping for Christmas# If careful note would be made of the
merchandise purchased) it will be found that countless numbers of color
televisions will be sold during this holiday season# Among other items
purchased will bet washers and dryers, can openers and electric knives,
toasters and the electric stove#
Now the man cannot be overlooked, for the space age has made many and
noble benefits for him to enjoy# It has become the desire of every man to
own an automobile of the latest model# The year 1965 found many of the
seminary students at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta
buying the latest make automobiles on the market, for thirteen (13) 1965
automobiles were bought by students during the year# It was most facin-
ating to observe how the members of the graduating class of 1965 waited
patiently until a week or so before graduation to buy the car of their dreams
which afforded them the pleasure of leaving Atlanta driving in style# Many
other students and faculty members bought new cars in taking advantage of
their "blessings" from the space age#
And the space age has also made driving less troublesome, for many
new features have been added to the latest models# We are now able to btjy
automobiles equipped with power steering, brakes, windows, and some even
have power seats# Vinshields have been tinted, speakers are located in the
front and rear, factory air conditioning has been Installed and seat belts
have been made compulsory# These featiires and others are provided through
the coixrtesy of the space age#
Then too, this age has taught man to purchase a house on the hill
with the latest designs and with up to date equipment. There must be a
full basement with an elaborate bar and it is mandatory to have the
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current trends In furniture design* It must be kept In mind that the posses*
Sion of a status automobile and house means the wearing of the latest trends
in clothing, which necessitates the buying of tailored suits and special
made dresses* Thus, the space age has placed many aiki varied demands on
the people*
No doubt, many have wondered what caused the space age to come into
existence? From careful observations, it seems that the concern of Russia
and the United States to explore the possibilities for man to participate
not in mere air travel alone, but space travel as well, resulted in the
creation or the birth of the space age* As a result of this common interest
in space travel, work toward this goal was begun, "although the beginning
of the space age is associated with the launching of the first Soviet
Sputnik on October U, 1957, the groundwork for this event was laid by the
high altitude rocket exploration of the preceding decade."^ The date,
October U, 1957, therefore, will be considered as being the beginning of
the space age within the contents of this paper* And although the end is
not envisioned in the near future, because there is still great enphasis
on the space program by the governments of the United States and Russia,
who have been Joined with interest from other governments, but for the
sake of this paper, the space age will be treated up until the school year
196^-66.
B* THE URBAN COMMUNITY
As the pages of history are unfolded, we are made aware of the fact
than man thousands of years ago lived in towns which were great centers of
^Horner E* Newell, "Space Exploration", Encyclopaedia Britannica,
Vol* 21 (1965), p* 103*
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;hat time, but the urban community is a twentieth century creation, or for
ihe sake of this paper is a space age creation* These great urban communi¬
ties house millions of people and as a result of such an enormous nvimber
>f people living in one central location many problems develop* Just re-
jently, there was a power shortage over much of the northeastern part of
the United States which caused a great “black out” in the homes of millions
>f people, and the great highways and the subways of these metropolitan
treas became as a "thousand midnights”* We tend, however, not to appreci-
ite things until, they are no longer available to us* These millions of
people never knew the true significance of the electric light until they
rere found on the crowded streets of an urban community attempting to get
Ksne in total darkness*
Inspite of the problems that exist in these urban communities, people
sontinue to move in that direction* The space age trend finds the urban
sommunity becoming larger and more complex with the rural area either be¬
soming urbanized or eventxially being consumed by a near-by urban community*
Stuart Queen and Lewis Thomas present a report from the Bureau of
she Census in defining a kind of urban unit which is kept in mind in the
’ormulation of this paper* The report statest
A "metropolitan district" is a local area containing at least
100,000 people, of whan at least 50,000 live in a central city
or cities (incorporated municipalities) and the remainder are
found in a^acent and continous civil divisions having a density
of not less than 150 inhabitants per square mile, and also as
a rule, those civil divisions of less density that are directly
or nearly surrounded by minor civil divisions that have the
required density*!
lSt\iart A* Queen tc Lewis F* Thomas* The City, (New York: McGraw-Hill
iook Co*, Inc*, 1931)> P*
5
Atlanta, the capital of Georgia, la the financial and commercial capi¬
tal of the southeast, the transportation and communication center of the
region and also an Important distribution, manufact\iring, educational and
medical center* It serves as the seat of most of the activity of the fed¬
eral government in the southeast, besides being the regional headquarters
for most business and industrial concerns of national scope*^
The city of Atlanta is commonly referred to as "the gateway of the
south", the most populous city between Washington, D. C. and New Orleans,
Louisana, and is the center of a large standard metropolitan statistical
area, comprising Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton, and Gwinnett counties and
includes the cities of Decatur, College Park, Hapeville, and Marietta*
According to the census of I960, the population for the city of Atlanta
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was U87,U55 and for the standard metropolitan statistical area 1,017,188.
The Atlanta community, in its growth and development, has a program
of urban renewal* George D* Younger feels as though the church has a
responsibility of working with the people who are affected by this program*
Ee sets forth four (U) possible ways in which the church can respond to
the changes brought about by urban renewal* These possibilities aret
1* A policy of drift, in which the church follows community
change*
2* A policy of dialogue, in which the church learns frcan the
comnmnity the specifics of its mission*
3* A policy of involvement, in which the church takes a share
of responsibility for renewal*
^Judson C* Ward, "Atlanta", Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol* 2, (1965),
pp* 685-687*
^Loc* cit*
U* A policy of accanodation. in which the chtiroh neglects all
concern for its mission,^
Younger is saying in essence that the church must become actively in¬
volved in the life of the community ~ there must be a dialogical relation¬
ship existing between the church and the community* For it is in the
meeting of the “I" and the "thou" can the chTirch fullfill its responsibi¬
lity to the community being affected by urban renewal*
C* PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral care may be defined as "a religious ministry to individual
persons in dynamic relationships arising from insight into essential
needs and mutual discovery of potentialities for spiritual growth"*^ It
seems that Paul Johnson is saying that when a pastor becomes aware of
a person who is ih need of a religious ministry} he seeks to assist the
Ixidlvidxial in discovering the possible means of spiritual growth* The
writer believes that pastors must be ever cognizant of the fact that many
persons in the communities are in great need of having someone to assist
them in making this discovery of potentialities for spiritual growth* And
after becOTilng aware of this great need, the pastor must seek to enter in¬
to a dialogical relationship with the individual in an attempt to assist
in the development of spiritual growth*
Pastoral care is related to people in need, without respect to racial
affiliation, nationality, religious motivations, or social status* It seeks
^George D* Yoringer, The Church and Urban Renewal, (New York: J* B*
Lippincott Co*, 1965), p* 126*
2paul E* Johnson, Psychology of Pastoral Care, (Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1953)» p« 2li*
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to deal with people possessing problems which dlstitrb and distort their
very livesj and causes a deep sense of unhappiness for them anl‘ for those
with whom they come in contact* The ministry of pastoral care is admin¬
istered to the young as well as to the aged^ the educated and the unedu—
catedy the skilled and the unskilled} it seeks to meet people where they
are and not at the point where it is comfortable or enjoyable* "The clue
to the need is the recognition of the point where lil'e's stress and strain
e
affect body and soul"*^
Pastoral care as a practice made its way into existence long years
ago being dated around the time of Christianity in its infancy* Its growth
took on greater and more significant meaning, however, within the last
fifty (50) years* During these later years pastoral care has been in a
central place imder the spotlight of the religious world*
As the many pages of history are unfolded, we can see notable develop¬
ments in the field of Pastoral care*
1* In 1879 Wilhem Wundt founded the first psychological laboratory
in the world, marking the beginning of modern scientific
psychology*
2* In 1885 Sigmund Freud went to Paris to study under Charcot and
retxirned to Vienna to develop his own views.
3* In 1890 William James published his Principles of Psychology,
which gained considerable attention in America,
U* In 1905 Alfred Binet published his first intelligence test
wtiich opened the whole field of psychological measurements.
5* During the 1920's a most significant development in Theological
training came with the appearance of clinical training for
theological stTidents**^
^Russell L* Dicks, Principles and Practices of Pastoral Care, (Englewood
Cliffs, N, J*: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 19^3P* l7.
p* 17
^John R. Spann, Pastoral Care, (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1951)»
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In spite of the fact that many advancements have been made in the
general area of pastoral care^ and our knowledge is in much greater depths
the pastor must be ever aware that each person, as we see and know him,
is a unique being in that there is no one identical to him* However, we
do realize that there are some common human elements shared by all people*
A COTmon shared element is the presence of problems in human life,
whether they be spiritual, family, financial, or problems with our very
selves* Many times life's greatest warfare is the fight within, the "I"
fighting the "me"* We are problems to ourselves, because we are so un¬
predictable that even omniscience would be hard put to know what we are
going to do next.^
^Johnson, op. cit», p* 15*
CHAPTER J1
PASTORAL CARE IN THE SPACE AGE
A, THE EDUCATIONAL PREPARATION OF THE PASTOR
The demands placed on the American society dviring these years of
space exploration are gigantic* And consequently, every field of endeavor
places upon its workers greater requirements for specialization* The
pastor, if he is to administer pastoral care to the people of the space
age, must seek greater knowledge in an attempt to speak relevantly to the
needs of these people*
1* Institutional, The great urban society in which we live places
emphasis upon the training of its people* There are found in Atlanta many
institutions of higher learning whose aims are to educate all seeker of
knowledge and truth* Kany of these Institutions tend to train people in
a particular area of specialization, for example, the Georgia Institute
of Technology places much emphasis upon the production of engineers, and
the Interdenominational Theological Center specializes in the training of
men and women for the Christian ministry.
It seems that the Atlanta community is becoming aware of the need for
a trained ministry for there are three seminaries located in this area
and are seeking to prepare men to minister to the people of the space age.
These institutions have attracted men and women of many denominations
from far and near to come and prepare for greater service.
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The question vhich needs to be answered is, what is or should be the
role of the seminaries in producing pastors who are prepared to administer
pastoral care to an urban community in the space age? C« W, Brister gives
^^l^^ble assistance in an attempt to answer this vital question* He says:
The seminary's imperative task is to create a balanced and
mutually edifying environment of theoretical and practical
studies* The design of its curricultun, chapel services, con¬
tacts among students and faculty, clinical education, and
field work assignment should stimulate the student's love
for God and service for humanity,^
Brister is saying that it is the task of the seminary to prepare its
students to be effective pastors in the total life of the church, and
this is done by the introduction of the necessary tools, which he men¬
tions in defining the task, to get the job done*
It can be said that there are four areas of concern in a theological
education which the student should master and it is these areas of con¬
cern that attention will be given*
The first area of concern is that of the curriculum* The curriculum
shoxild be so designed as to give the pastor a knowledge of what is ex¬
pected of him and some insight as to how he shooild go about the accom¬
plishing of this task* Each seminary should have a very strong department
of Homiletics* The pastor needs to be able to communicate with relevance
the word of God to the parishioners and the people of the community who
do not attend the regular worship services* There is great need for an
organized seimrion so that the people can carry it home with them* Dr* I. R*
Clark, professor of Homiletics at the Interdenominational Theological
Center stresses to his classes in homiletics that the man in the grocery
^C. W* Brister,
19^h), p* 68*
Parboral Care in the Church, (New York: Harper & Row,
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store puts the sugar in a bag rather than pouring the grains on the counter
for the customer to pick.up* The same must be true of the pastor, the
sermon must be given to the parishioners in a package, rathern than giving
them the responsibility of doing their own packaging*
Other courses in the curriculum should also be designed to assist
the pastor in meeting the needs of the people of the space age. After
making a careful study of the courses offered at I. T. C. it is recommended
that Psychology of Religion be made a requirement for all students rather
than being offered as an elective. This course will seek to give the
pastor an opportunity to look at himself. Before a pastor is able to under¬
stand the behavior of others, he must first be confronted with his own
behavioral patterns*
Then too. Pastoral Psychology and Pastoral Counseling should remain
in the curriculum, for they give the pastor insight as to the best methods
of approach in dealing with the people of the space age*
The second area of concern is that of clinical training* "Clinical
pastoral training is a supervised experience which provides theological
students and clergymen with opportunities for intensive clinical study of
problems in the field of interpersonal relationships".^ This is, perhaps,
the one area in which theological students neglect to receive training*
Funds are available for such studies, but there has been mar^ reservations
about engaging in such an experience, no doubt, due to the total number
of hours required over against the number of semester hours received. Dr*
Thomas J* Pugh, professor of Psychology and Pastoral Care at I* T. C. says
Ernest E* Bnider, Ministering to Deeply Troubled People, (Englewood
Cliff, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc*, 1963j, p. 125.
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that theological students don't seem to be cognizant of the necesaitj of
clinical training until after graduation, which is most unfortunate.
Through clinical training the student works in the hospital and
ministers to the patients under the supervision of a person who has been
approved by the hospital authorities and the seminaiy* Clinical pastoral
experience embodies:
1, Opportunities for students to serve as ministers to persons
under stress in hospital and other specialized contexts,
2« Relationships with trained personnel in related helping
fields of medicine, nursing, education, social work, and
so on.
3* Group interactions and confrontations with fellow students,
U* Careful record-keeping of pastoral work with people, under
conqpetent theological supervision,^
It is firmly believed that these experiences give valuable assistance in
creating the atmosphere for more effective pastoral care to the people.
The third area of concern is that of Field Work, All theological
stiidents participate in some kind of field work activity during the mldd-
ler year. It seeks to give the student a first hand knowledge as to the
role of the pastor in ministering to the people of God, However, the
writer feels that the greatest results which should be expected in the
Atlanta community are not obtained, for there are very few Negro pastors
who are effectively doing their Jobs, Many of them are "part-time"
pastors and the st\idents do field work under some of these men who have
secular Jobs and/or attempting to serve two or more churches, which is
an almost impossible task.
^Brlster, op, cit,, p, 7U*
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The foTirth area of concern is that of chapel services* These services
are intended to aid in the growth and development of the spiritual life
of the theological student* Three years ago the ch^el services at I* T* C*
were held each of the four days of regular class meetings* Most of the
students were graduates of church related colleges where chapel attend-
ance was a requirement and the daily chapel services seemed quite natural
and fitting for a seminary* But, the next year the chapel services were
held only two days per week* The reason for this action is unknown to the
writer*
If chapel services are vital in the growth and development of the
spiritual life of the theological student, is I. T* C., then, falling its
students by not having these services more often?
And thus, it can be said that the seminaries have a tremendous task
before them in the ediicating of men for the Christian ministry* For every
urban community in an age like this needs to have the services of a
trained ministry in every church to minister to the needs of the people*
This has not been accomplished as of yet, but it is something of great
importance and which will tend to give assistance to the many problems
which exist in the rising urban communities*
2, Non - Institutional. Many pastors have not had the opportunity to
study in one of the seminaries, but this does not prevent them from obtain¬
ing a knowledge of the job which the xirban community expects of them*
There are some pastors who take advantage of the book stores available in
the Atlanta community and do extensive reading. The writer is always de¬
lighted to talk with one of the pastors of the metropolitan Atlanta area
who has completed only two years of college, but is one who reads con-
sistently the works of many of the noted theologians of the day. An in
addition to his reading, he seeks to attend all workshops and educational
meetings which are provided# He has become aware of the need to be well
informed about what is taking place today in his field of endeavor. Here
is one example where a pastor is being trained outside of the theological
institution.
The disturbing element is that the vast majority of Atlanta*s Negro
pastors have not received any formal seminary education and are doing
absolutely nothing to better themselves educationally. In the Negro Baptist
Churches, which comprise about 70^ of the total Negro congregations in
Atlanta, approximately one out of every twelve pastors have received any
advanced training. This means that a very large number of church goers are
being led by non - trained pastors. However, we must note that some of
of these men have received a college education in part if not completely
and are attempting to prepare themselves by other means whereby they might
lead effectively the people of God in the space age,
B. PERSONS AND PROBIEMS
1, Persons, The person as we know and see him is a mlque being in
that there is no one else identical to him. Even the lines in his hands
are his personal distinctions with none others exactly like them. His
thoughts vary from time to time with those of other persons, evenwith a
so-called "identical twin".
The one thing which cannot be taken away from the person in his unique¬
ness, no one is exactly like him. He thinks and acts with individuality,
he responds according to his own identity. His thoughts, although shared
by others, are his very own. The words he utters are likewise his very
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own. Each person, regardless to his standing In life, is a unique being,
"a person", and there is none exactly like him.
However, we are aware that aLl persons have some common elements.
They are many and varied and there will be no attempt made to present them
in the contents of this paper, but we are concerned about one of the most
common elements found existing among all people. It is known that all per¬
sons, regardless of race, nationality, or creed have encountered problems
which affect the personality,
2, Problems, All persons have problems. This trend is not limited to
the people of the space age, but has been in existence throughout the course
of history. However, the problems encountered by the man of the urban com¬
munity in the space age will be of concern in this presentation.
It is a realization that all persons have {problems, and with this in
mind we will seek to obtain a source of assistance in the relief or ex¬
termination of these problems. The writer of the letter to the Romans sets
1
forth the idea that "there is a way out throTigh Jesus Christ our Lord",
Since Jesus is not here in a bodily form in our space age environment, but
in all probabilities He is present in the lives of countless numbers of
men and women who are seeking to give relief to the oppressed. In time of
crisis, we look to the pastor as one of the earthly sources of relief from
our inner problems.
Now then, it is the position of sociologists that a person in his life
time makes three important decisions. And the writer feels that in making




a« Vocational* The Atlanta eonununlty during the space age finds
many people on the rolls of the employed, but many are unemployed. There
are many kinds of people who are without work. Among them are those who
are physically unable to hold a job. There is a woman who is an active mem¬
ber of one of the local churches who no longer works because of plysical
reasons. She is in her early fifties and had worked at her last place of
employment for nearly twenty years. Her health is now at the point where
she is no longer able to work. It can be said, with a fair degree of ac¬
curacy, that this person is in need of pastoral care, for the difficulties
with her health have tended to create problems for her vocationally and
that often disrupts her total personality.
Just as the pastor needs to iidminister care to those persons who are
uneng>loyed, he must also give service to those who are about to make the
decision of the kind of work they will be doing the rest of their lives.
One of the most important decisions a person makes in his lifetime is that
of selecting a vocation. The space age has provided its people with a
very large number of vocational possibilities. This choosing can become
most difficult, for the people find themselves in need of assistance. This
is the time for pastoral care to be administered to help this person help
himself. The pastor must always remember that the person will always solve
his own problems, but the pastor must be present in the helping role, for
it is many times in his presence and in his listening that the solution is
gained.
Thus, the pastor must be somewhere nearby when one of his parishioners
or a person from the community is in need of pastoral care ”vocationally",
This is most important for it is the working class who make it possible for
our economy to remain stable. It is the tax from the earned dollars which
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allows for the existence of an urban conimunity and a space age, and with¬
out this working force neither of the two would be in existence today,
b. Marital, Another one of the most important decisions a person
makes in his lifetime is the selection of a mate, A hasty decision of a
life's mate often end in frustration and divorce. Pastoral care is greatly
needed for young people who are on the verge of matrimony. The pastor who
administers the marital ceremony has certain responsibilities to perform
in behalf of the couple.
There should be pre-counseling sessions where the pastor meets with
the couple to talk with them about the venture they are about to take. An
attempt should be made on the part of the pastor to allow the couple an
opportunity to see themselves as they are and as they relate to each other,
and to lead them meaningfully to an understanding of the meaning of the
marriage vows they are preparing to make. This is done with the purpose
of orientating the couple to the responsibilities of a married life and
the requirements for a successful and long lived marriage.
Pastoral care to a couple about to be married is most important in an
urban comnmnity during the space age. For there are many people who will
speak discouraging words to the couple and are many times instrumental in
the destruction of a potential happy family union. And for this reason the
pastor should help the couple to see the positive elements of a successfiil
marriage, but by no means overlook the problems which arise in the life
of a married couple.
The absence of pastoral care in the xirban setting regarding the se¬
lection aid life with a mate has created, in all probabilities, a large
number of divorces which, perhaps, could have been avoided. It is believed
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that in the Atlanta community only a small per centage of the Negro pastors
give pastoral care to the couples before coming to the altar for their
vows which have so often become meaningless for them* Many yoving people
will go to the courthouse to be married and never enter the sanctuary for
this holy rite* They fail to realize the Christian message regarding the
uniting of man and woman into the bonds of holy matrimony*
The urban community in the space age, therefore, finds many children
being reareo in broken homes and not knowing anything about the father
or mother and sometimes having no knowledge of either parent. There are
some children in the church where the writer is a member who call the
writer daddy for they know more about and see the writer more than their
father who left them and their mother when the baby was one week old, and
it must be added that the oldest children (twins) were only eleven (11)
months old* And there are countless others who are having the same kind of
experiences in the city of Atlanta*
c* Spiritual. The space age finds man in a spiritual dilemna,
for there has been introduced a concept setting forth the idea that God is
dead* It must be admitted that because of the way we live, the people who
are our spiritual leaders in this urban commvinity, the faith of men and
WOTien has been shattered* And even in our theological institutions, students
are exclaiming that their God has been taken away from them and an attempt
is being made to take their Jesus too. Experiences of this nature tend to
create frustration withing the individual and thereby creating a need for
pastoral care*
There are many ways in which the pastor may administer to the
spiritual needs of the people* He may do it in the preached word. The pastor
shoxild, sometimes in the year, preach a series of sermons on the elements
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of spiritual growth and on the doctrines of the Chvirch* Here is made avail¬
able the opportxmity to speak to the needs of many people with common or
similiar problems or doubts at the same time* The preached word should be
so organized until the essential message has been effectively communicated
to the hearers*
Another way the pastor might be £±)le to administer to the spiritual
needs of a person is through the means of private conversation* There should
be hours of the day when the pastor is in his office and available to re¬
ceive callers. The writer is quite cognizant of the fact that there are a
very few of Atlanta’s pastors (Negro) who observe office hours or who, for
that matter, have seen the need to have more than an untidy study. As a
result of a decade of church visiting in the Atlanta community, notice has
been made that where the pastors have received training of some kind, the
church has a well organized office* It is through the privacy of a clean
and well arranged office can a person feel free to share his problems with
the pastor*
C. PASTORAL CARE TO SPECIFIC AGES
As we look at the pastor as he administers care to people of different
age levels of the church and community, we must keep in mind that these
people at one time or another become sick and heavy laden, they become alco¬
holics and mary times become mentally ill* The major point which the writer
makes is that these people will be found in all areas of life in the space
age*
1* Children. People of all walks of life are in need of care which comes
from the pastor, inasmuch as he is God*s representative on earth. As we
look at the total picture of all age groups, we find that "the care of
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children significantly heads the list of pastoral responsibilities”*^ For
it is with the child that our future is dependent# We must turn to the
children who will be our governmental officials^ our doctors and lawyers^
designers of our homes and most of all our ministers of the gospel# It is
therefore, most important that they, in their childhood, receive the pro¬
per nurture that will be of benefit to them in assuming the roles of
leadership# The minister must show great concern in the care of the child#
It is probably wondered at what point in the life of the child should
the pastor commence with the administration of pastoral care? The writer
firmly believes that the pastor should begin his care of the child before
birth# The pastor should be on the job working with the potential parents
even before they are married# He should discuss with the young couple the
natter of giving birth to a child# The heart of his conversation with the
couple must be even deeper and more pointed, for he should instill the
idea in their minds that a marriage is instituted by God# It is at this
point that the pastor begins giving services of pastoral care to the child#
The pastoral care to the child is a continous concern, for after he
is bom, the pastor has to continue on the job# For it is after the birth
of the child, the functions of the pastor are perhaps more significant#
During the childhood stages, the child is capable of differentiating be¬
tween genuine and forced love# It is believed that ”in pastoral care of
2
children we must love the child for his own sake” #




Jesus placed great emphasis on the child in his teachings. In the
gospel writings, we see how Jesus gave special concern for the child in
sayir^ to the people, unless they would become like the child, they would
not inherit the Kingdom of God. And even in speaking about the **New
Jerusalem" as John calls it, or “Paradise" of Milton, or to our "Heaven",
Jesus informs us that persons who are childlike shall be in leadership.
Jesus is merely depicting the great role of leadership which will be in¬
vested in the hands of adults who have learned the virtues of childhood.
And thus, it is placed upon the pastor much of the responsibility of glid¬
ing the child of today's urban community into this direction.
Pastors must take every opportunity to render pastoral care to child¬
ren. The opportunity might present itself on a community playground, or in
a youth fellowship meeting, or we might find the opportunity as did J,
Richard Sparm, "in a barber shop".^ V/henever the pastor finds the oppor¬
tunity, he mxist be alert and administer his services to the children of
the space age.
2. Youth. Somewhere during the course of life soneone has failed, for
the youth of oiir urbsui communities are running wild in the streets, destroy¬
ing whatever gets in their way and consequently destroying themselves.
Juvenile delinquency continues to rise to record breaking heights. It is
not strange to see the young people of Atlanta in the streets late hours
of the night, when they should be at home in bed. And, therefore, it is not
strange to read the newspaper or tune in on a radio or television newscast
and learn of the violence being done by our young people.
llbid., p. 80
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Within our churdhes, the yoixng people seem to lose interest and
become shabby in their attendance and participation* In the church
where the writer is a member, most of the senior high students have dis¬
continued church school attendance and the regular worship services* Per¬
haps it would be difficult to determine the real reason for this action,
but it can probably be attributed to the kind of relationship which the
pastor has established among the youth of the church and which appears to
be hostile* The writer has never seen young people before almost begging
to work in the church, which incidentally was denied them by the pastor
and sanctioned by a silent board of deacons*
However, we are concerned with the pastoral care of these young people*
The pastor needs to help youth make a Christian committment of their lives,
even in these days of space exploration* Ihe way of Jesus should be instilled
within the minds of the youth, for they should be led to visualize a real,
and living Jesus who loves all of his children*
The pastor needs to help youth see the importance of education* With
the alarming high per centage of school dropouts, the pastor should be con¬
stantly on the job attempting to show the Importance of having an education*
The young people need to be reminded that scientific knowhow is constantly
and rapidly replacing men with machines and there is no place of employment
for the uneducated in the space age*
The pastor must aid youth with human relationships* We all live in this
world with someone else and it is quite important for us to get along with
our neighbors* The youth should be able to see the difference between
popularity and friendship* For we are quite popular when we are doing
something to place us in the center of attraction, but the moment the spot¬
light is turned off, we are left in the dark*
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And then^ young people need help in choosing a vocation* Sociologists
believe that the choice of a vocation is one of the most important de¬
cisions a person makes during his lifetime* The pastor must in this con¬
nection inject the idea that the church also needs trained people for its
operation and growth*
Thus^ it is the role of the pastor to make possible in the church and
community sound religious experiences for the youth* No less than this
attends the pastoral care of today's space age youth*
3* Adults* The care that is given to the adults takes on a different
role than other age groups* Here the primary concern is to allow them to
draw from their experiences and somewhat luivigate the course they will
travel* ^ithin this group there are persons who feel self-sufficientj that
they are able to receive spiritual guidance without the aid of the min¬
ister*
The alert pastor will attempt to get these adults to use what abili¬
ties they have in the promotion of the work of the church* Each adult per¬
son wants to feel like he has a vital part to play in getting a job done;
that he is important* The pastor must render great services of pastoral
care to the adult world in the space age*
It must be remembered that pastoral care to the adult population is
greatly needed in the Atlanta community, for they find themselves forced
to wrestle with the demands of society, which can become very difficult*
They reach the breaking point in their lives and become in desperate need
of pastoral care. It is true that some of these people have well trained
minds and are able to exigage in intellectual dialogue on many subjects, but
during moments of crisis and dispair, there is a need to receive pastoral
care from one of God’s representatives — the pastor*
2U
The pastor, therefore, must take every available opportunity to ad¬
minister to the members of his congregation and oommvinlty. For this \irban
community of Atlanta is loosing rapidly its sight of Christian principles.
Every pastor in the Atlanta area must do an efficient Job in stablizing
his prishioners, for with the coming of professloal sports, come the pro¬
fessional gamblers and their great machinery and a wave of immorality*
U* Senior Citizens* We think in terms of our senior citizens as being
those persons who are siacty-five and over* Mar^ will probably ask why by
concerned with administering pastoral care to an old person who has "one
foot in the grave"? But the writer feels that our senior citizens are en¬
titled to the services of the pastor Just as ai^one else* It must never
be forgotten that through scientific knowledge, people are living longer
and as a result of this prolonging of life the ntunber of senior citizens
is perhaps, much larger in the space age as it has ever been before*
An observation of the senior citizens of Atlanta will serve to Indicate the
fact that people are living longer, for we can read in the newspapers aid
hear on the radio newscasts of birthday celebration of persons seventy-five
and over*
But, too often our senior citizens are rejected and are forced to be¬
come outcasts, simply because "we do not have time to be bothered". It
should always be remembered that these old people are children of God and
should not be ignored* Mary times people in respectable positions who are
able to effectively minister to these citizens fail to do so because of
their age* Pastors often neglect the aged person and directs all of his
attention to the ones who are able to carry the budget of the church, with
no thought, whatsoever, of what that old member had done for the church in
its struggling years*
2$
Just several months ago, there was a senior citizen who attends the
church where the writer is minister in charge every first Sunday, who con¬
stantly reminisces of what she and her husband had done for the church
long years ago* The reason for this verbal expression is due to the fact
that they feel neglected by the church members, and it must be added that
this feeling is Justifiable* There has been no provisions in the program
of the chxirch which will give assistance to the aged persons* This very
couple has to come to church and return home the best way they can, for no
concern has been shown them by the church*
And thus, the pastor in administering pastoral care to the aged per¬
sons of the urban comm\inity in the space age must be able to understand
and respond positively to their needs* The Atlanta community has many senior
citizens who are in need of some attention and it is the responsibility
of the pastor to provide leadership in the fullfillment of this task* This
is not to say that the pastor should be held entirely responsible for the
care of the senior citizens, but he should educate the working force of
the congregation to the extent that they too will minister to these people*
CHAPTER III
CONCLUSION
There is great need for the Negro pastors in the Atlanta, community to
awake from their peaceful dream lands and become cognizant of the fact
that this is a "new day". This is a day which brings forth new ideas and
inventions, and one which has achieved in changing the lives of the people.
It has placed in a vast majority of homes, telephones, stero phonic sounds,
and color television; intercon systems have been installed which make it
possible for housewives to talk with a person at the door without even
coming to open it. And thus, if the Negro pastor is to administer effective¬
ly to the pastoral needs of these people, he must wake-up and prepare for
this noble task.
But, at the present time, even this late date, our Negro pastors in
the Atlanta community have become satisfied with the work they are doing.
They walk around the streets neglecting their pastoral responsibilities
and boasting of the great job they are doing in "their" church. Maiy of
these pastors are draining the financial resources of the people by having
their glorious anniversaries and appreciation days. In order to make the
pastor pleased with the manner in which he is appreciated, the members are
expedted to sponsor fish fries, chicken dinners, raffles, and various other
fund raising activities.
And th\is, as I look at the pastoral care given to the Negroes in
Atlanta d\iring the space age, my heart becomes saddened and bereaved.
26
27
BecaiLse the spiritual leaderSj the representatives of God are three vay
failures# They have failed God, themselves, and the people whom they serve,
in falling to administer pastoral care to the people of the space age in
this \irban comm\mity*
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